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Cover Story 
 

No prizes for recognising the IDSME clubhouse as the star of 
this issue’s cover photograph. It is seen on Saturday 23rd April 

2005 as it nears the completion of fifty years as IDSME’s 

official headquarters. The official opening ceremony was 
performed by Lt. Cmdr Staples, a local Councillor on Saturday 

18th June 1955. 

After opening the 
building with a 

golden key he 

toured an exhibition 
of members’ work, 

the first of many 

June exhibitions 
held in the 

clubhouse. 

Work on building 
the clubhouse had started in April 1954 and it had reached a 

sufficiently advanced stage by the end of September to permit 

that year’s AGM to be the first IDSME meeting held within its 
walls. During the winter formal meetings were only held once 

a month due to the work outstanding on the building. 

When first opened the clubhouse consisted solely of the main 
club room and was not at that time connected to Mains 

Electricity, power being supplied by a petrol driven generator. 

The clubhouse was finally connected to the Mains supply in 
January 1959. Mains water supply was not installed until 

1980. 

As originally built the clubhouse had windows in all four walls 
but as various extensions were added these were filled in. 

Among the extensions added were a wooden canteen and a 

Compressor Room at the front of the clubhouse while at the 
side, in the space now occupied by the OO room was a 

workshop. 
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On Saturday 18th February 1984 

IDSME suffered an arson attack 

on the clubhouse which destroyed 
the wooden canteen and caused 

considerable smoke and water 

damage to the rest of the 
building. 

At the time plans were in the 

process of being developed for the 
reconstruction of the clubhouse. 

Originally it had been intended to 

build the new workshop before 
work on the clubhouse 

commenced but in the event 

rebuilding of the clubhouse had to 
be undertaken immediately  and 

the new workshop became the last part of the project.  

Work undertaken at this time included the filling in of the 
remaining windows, the provision of the permanent extension 

to the front of the clubhouse containing the kitchen, toilet and 

mess room, the building of a new compressor room to the rear 
of the clubhouse (now part of the workshop, but originally a 

free standing structure) and the old workshop was removed 

and replaced by the OO room. The old OO layout had, for 
many years, run round the inside of the main club room, but 

this had been a victim of the fire. It was during this period in 

IDSME history that the A Team was first formed, at the time 
with the purpose of completing many of the lighter jobs 

involved in the rebuilding work. Since completion of the 

rebuilding there have been no great changes to the clubhouse, 
although the toilet was refurbished a couple of years ago and 

the main club room has been redecorated and re-lit. However 

the site sub-committee is currently considering ideas for the 
alterations to the kitchen area as it is felt the current 

arrangements are unsatisfactory, so there may be a few 

changes in the near future.  



 

May 2005                                                                           3 

Chairman’s Chat 
 

Well the summer months are with us once again, and the 

IDSME running season has started with a good April running 

day. A crowd of visitors took rides, and we were pleased to see 
a new loco on the track with Phil's new class 66 battery loco 

working well during the afternoon.  Phil and his team looked 

very fetching in co-coordinated outfits whose colour nearly 
matched that of the engine.  Such attention to modelling detail 

is, I think another first for IDSME.  The site itself looked good, 

and everything seemed to work pretty well after the winter 
break. Of especial interest was the new point at Marsh 

Junction. This worked fine, and on Saturday night, Geoff 

Parry was able to get a good night’s sleep for the first time in a 
week. Thanks Geoff, and very well done. 

 Of course, the longer evenings mean that site maintenance 

can be done on Friday evenings.  The Site sub-committee has 
taken it upon itself to identify jobs that need doing, and I 

would encourage those with an interest to get involved in 

getting these done, and may I say thanks in advance to all 
people keeping the site both looking nice and working well.  

One thing I would ask, however, is that if you believe there is 

some work that needs to be done to the track, the compressed 
air circuit or to the signalling system, you check with one of 

the Chief Engineers before you start (or get me to).  These are 

all critical to what we do at the club, and we need to be sure 
that mistakes aren't made that compromise them. 

 There seems to be much planned for the summer, with our 

public runs, club exhibition in June, several outside runs, and 
of course the activities of the OO gang.  At the same time, we 

are rearranging the workshop area to make it easier to use, a 

new section of portable track is being built, and plenty of 
people are off out visiting other sites of interest.  So, one way 

and another, it looks like we have all the makings of a jolly 

fine summer.  Let's all enjoy it!                       John Browning 
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Secretary’s Notes 
 

Membership Subscriptions 

 

A gentle reminder from me that membership subscriptions fell 

due for renewal at the beginning of April.  Rates are 

unchanged from last year, at £21 full, £12 retired or unwaged 

and £5 junior.  If you can’t get down on a Friday night, I can 

deal with membership renewals by post but please also 

include the details requested in the next section on Updating 

IDSME Records. 

 

Updating IDSME Records 

 

When you renew your membership, Mark Hamlin, our 

Treasurer, would also like details from you of any club keys 

you hold, plus the key number, and an update on your e-mail 

address, if you have e-mail.  The current IDSME lists haven’t 

been checked for some time and are now getting inaccurate.  

 

Housekeeping 

 

A less gentle reminder from me is about the need for good 

housekeeping.  Much time at recent working parties has been 

spent clearing site waste, dumped in the woods after workshop 

and building jobs last year.  We don’t have dustmen call 

regularly and any litter generated on site has to be taken 

away.  An area behind the workshop has been cleared for 

waste storage, with ballast bags for smaller items, and Peter 

Cathcart has volunteered to bring his trailer down once a 

month on Friday evenings to clear the waste.   

 

Of serious note was the poor housekeeping in the use and 

disposal of hazardous substances.  During the working party 
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we found a heavy dustbin full of paint pots and when it was 

tipped into the skip we found it had thinners and other liquids 

loose in it as well.  Unknown to Ian at the time, some splashed 

in his eye, which became inflamed and required hospital 

treatment later that week.  We also found a part-full 25 litre 

drum of concrete etch (a building acid) on the waste pile, that 

no-one knew 

anything about and 

for which we had no 

risk assessment.  

Neither of these 

instances is 

acceptable and I ask 

for your help in 

making sure 

nothing like this 

happens again.  

 

Presidents Charity 

  

One of Peter Pardington’s first acts as newly elected IDSME 

President in 2003 was to re-start the President’s Charity.  The 

charity chosen was the Paediatric Unit of Hillingdon Hospital 

and I’m please to report that last month our Treasurer sent a 

cheque representing the 2004 donation. 

 

Club Locomotive 

 

We are currently investigating purchasing a 5” gauge petrol 

locomotive for IDSME, for we think it would help to have a 

powerful standby locomotive that could be used all day.  

Locomotive owners are normally very good at covering 

running days but there are times when people are on holidays, 

engines fail or unexpected crowds turn up.  New petrol 

locomotives are expensive so if anyone knows of a good second-
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hand one for sale, please speak to Peter Pardington or Peter 

Cathcart. 

 

Society Sub-Committees  

 

And finally, it seems that in recent months more and more 

members have become involved in running the society.  This 

can only be a healthy thing and thank you to all who have 

come forward to help.  We now have three sub-committees, 

these being: 

 

Safety: Undertaking risk assessments of our activities and 

advising on all aspects of health and safety.  Led by Mel Fuller 

with Derek Elliot, Peter Pardington and Charles Smith. 

 

Site(RP&G): Reviewing our medium and long term use of the 

site, preparing and guiding plans for building and site 

refurbishment and renewal. Led by Ian Mortimer with Vic 

Barton, Matthew Byatt, Derek Elliott, Martin Humphrey, 

Malcolm Parsons, Bob Proudfoot, and Graeme Vickery. 

 

Articles: Reviewing our Articles of Association for possible 

improvement in the way we run IDSME Ltd.  Led by Peter 

Cathcart with Mel Fuller, Malcolm Parsons and David Sexton 

 

All three make regular reports back to the main committee 

and any meeting notes or minutes produced are displayed on 

the clubroom notice board.  We have tried to make sure the 

members on each are representative of the range of interests 

and activities in the society but if you feel you have something 

to contribute that isn’t yet covered, please speak to the 

committee member leading the sub group. 

 

David Sexton 

Secretary 
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It is a couple of years since the last report on developments 
down at IDSME. Since then several projects have been 

undertaken. 

 
Clubhouse Refurbishment  

 

During the 
spring and 

summer last 

year the main 
club room was 

redecorated 

and new 
lighting 

installed. 

Consideration 
is now being 

given to work 

on the 
kitchen. 

However it is 

felt that the 
opportunity should be taken to rearrange the facilities in the 

kitchen and so work has yet to start as the details are still to 

be worked out. 
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Engine Shed 

 

Another project carried out last year was the completion of the 
walls of the engine shed, covering the steaming bay. At the 

same time the felt room covering was replaced with the new 

covering cut to resemble a tiled roof. 

 
Speedy Progress 

 

Work on 
Speedy is 

progressing. 

This is 
principally a 

project being 

carried out 
during the 

evening 

workshop 
classes which 

have proved 

so popular. 
The picture 

shows the state of affairs in February with the parts for the 

new boiler taking shape. 
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Points 

 

 
During the autumn the  

A-Team constructed a 

new set of points to 
replace those where the 

line from the station joins 

the main line. It was laid 
in during the winter 

months ready for the new 

running season and 
performed very well on 

the April running day. 

 
 

Traverser 

 
 

 

 
 

Another A-Team 

project has been the 
fitting of a bolt 

locking device to 

both ends of the 
traverser. 

It is operated by a 

single lever in  
the middle. 
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Engine Shed Déjà Vu 
by David Sexton 

 

Our engine shed code is UB10, taken from our Uxbridge 
postcode. But did you realise, with a similar logic, that the 

first engine shed of the Great Western Railway would have 

been UB7? 
In autumn 1837 the first two broad gauge engines, Vulcan and 

Premier, were unloaded from canal barges nearby West 

Drayton station, where Daniel Gooch, the newly appointed 
Locomotive Superintendent of the GWR had erected a 

temporary engine shed and coke house on the freshly 

constructed alignment of the GWR. 
The engines had been built by the companies of Charles 

Tayleur and Mather, Dixon respectively, in their northern 

works.  Gooch had a hand in their initial design in his 
previous job as a draughtsman in Roberts Stephenson’s 

Newcastle works where the engines had started as an order 

for a 6’ gauge railway in New Orleans.  The American firm 
promoting the railway went bankrupt and the order was 

cancelled.  When recruited to the GWR, Gooch advised the 

hard-pressed Brunel where two partially designed engines 
could readily be acquired at low cost. 

West Drayton engine shed was on the north side of the line, 

around today’s 14½ milepost, where the embankment changes 
to a shallow cutting.  It was 20’ x 132’ pitch roofed building, 

brick walled on the north side but open to the elements on the 

south (railway) side.  Gooch rented a cottage in West Drayton 
and recruited twenty drivers and firemen, many from amongst 

the enginemen he had known in Newcastle.  The first broad 

gauge rails were laid from the engine shed for some 1½ miles 
westwards to Dog Kennel Bridge, about a mile before Langley 

station, and on 28th December 1837 a trial run was made with 

both engines coupled together, conveying Brunel and some of 
the GWR London Directors. 
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The engines had some difficulty in negotiating the points out 

of the shed and one derailed, but once levered back on they 

managed to run the length of the track and back.  Brunel and 
the Directors were delighted.  Although the engines looked 

impressive, Vulcan having a massive 8’single driving wheels 

whilst Premier had a 7’ pair, Gooch was disappointed, for with 
his experience he recognised the shortcomings.  Brunel had 

sought a low piston speed, a high track speed and a total 

weight of 10½ tons - all theoretically excellent but technically 
too challenging especially when the detail of the design was 

left to the manufacturers.  The enormous driving wheels had 

been made to comply with the requirement for a low piston 
speed but to save weight (and money) the boilers and cylinders 

were far too small to match the power needs. 

After the run the railway workmen, the navvies and many of 
the bystanders made their way to the nearest pub, the de 

Burgh Arms, where a party was held to celebrate.  Gooch was 

reluctant to go but finally did at the behest of two of his 
drivers.  He was the last to arrive, by which time the pub was 

packed, the beer and spirits were flowing freely, and the party 

was in full swing.  Gooch put his stove pipe hat and coat in a 
corner and with his drivers began to discuss the problems with 

the engines when two Irish navvies, somewhat the worse for 

drink, came up to him and asked if he would do them the 
honour of dancing a jig with them.  Gooch declined but not 

being easily put off, the navvies appropriated his hat, placed it 

in the middle of the room and commenced a jig around it.   
The inevitable happened.  As the jig become wilder and the 

crowd pressed in, one of the navvies misjudged his step and a 

large hobnailed boot went straight through the crown whilst 
Gooch looked on.  He grabbed his coat and his now wrecked 

hat and angrily left the pub to go back to his cottage and 

continue to think on how he could rectify his engine faults.  
The party continued behind him. 

Now substitute IDSME for GWR in this history.  Don’t parts of 

it sound familiar….? 
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Photo Diary 
 

Over the next few pages are some photographs of some of the  

IDSME events and activities that have taken place since the 

last issue of Ashpan appeared. 
 

 

Three views of the 
Member’s Track Run 

on Boxing Day which 

included a superb 
buffet lunch provided 

by Matthew Byatt. 

All photos: 
Mike Lester 
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IDSME at The Model Engineer Exhibition  

at Sandown Park. Both photos: Mike Lester 
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IDSME at The London Model Engineering Exhibition  

at Alexandra Palace. Photo: Mike Lester 
 

 

Undergrowth 
clearance during 

the February 

Working Party 
Photo: 

Patrick 

Rollin 
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During February the Model Railway Group’s portable layout 
had it s first outing to a non IDSME organised Model Railway 

Exhibition when it attended the Risborough & District 

Society’s exhibition at Princes Risborough.  
Photos: Patrick Rollin  
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A couple of books have been published in the last few months 

that may be of interest. Indeed they are already known to 

reside on the book shelves of a number of members. 
 

Ickenham by James Skinner 

 
Published by Tempus 

Publishing Ltd as part of 

their Images of England 
series of books, this 

paperback book is a 

photographic history of 
Ickenham over the last 

100 years. Containing 

128 pages with generally 
two photos to a page, it 

shows just how much the 

village has changed 
during the course of the 

twentieth century. One 

chapter is devoted to the 
railways of the area but 

most significantly for 

IDSME, the chapter on 
Leisure Activities in the 

village has no less than five photographs of early IDSME 

activities. This book is available from most book shops in the 
area. Alternatively the publisher can be contacted at Tempus 

Publishing Ltd, The Mill, Brimscombe Port, Stroud, 

Gloucestershire, GL5 2QG or their website address is 
www.tempus-publishing.com  

 

http://www.tempus-publishing.com/
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Marylebone to Rickmansworth  

by Vic Mitchell and Keith Smith 

 

This 96 page hard 

back book is one of 

the latest offerings 

from Middleton Press 

in their extensive 

collection of 

illustrated railway 

line histories. While 

the railways covered 

do not actually pass 

through Ickenham 

they are sufficiently 

close to be reasonably 

considered to pass 

through the ‘& 

District’ part of 

IDSME’s area. Indeed 

for a number of 

members they are the 

local railway line. 

The book follows the 

usual format for book 

in these series. There is a brief summary of the history of the 

line at the beginning and then using both photographs and 

extracts from detailed Ordnance Survey Maps, it follows the 

line geographically from Marylebone to Northolt 

Junction(South Ruislip), then from Neasden to Watford (Met) 

and Rickmansworth. The maps date from between 1913 and 

1940 while the photographs date from between the 1880s and 

2004. 
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He meant well… 
 

Old Bill regales us with more tales idiosyncratic IDSME 

members…   

(Disclaimer: Any resemblance to any IDSME members, living, 
dead or indeterminate, is entirely intentional) 

 

We have an interesting cross-section of characters amongst 
our membership that reflect the society that we live in. One 

such character is that of the person who is always willing to 

help and always means well. Unfortunately, as we all know, 
meaning well does not always result in the intended 

‘helpfulness’. 

 
During early March our Loco Coal supply for the coming 

season was delivered. The delivery itself provided another 

IDSME moment which discretion prevents me from recording 
here. Although I arrange the supply I have to rely on others to 

transfer it to the storage area. Step forward, without having to 

be asked, X who always puts 100% into whatever he does for 
IDSME. 

 

X decided that the simple way to move the coal from the road 
trolley to the store was to transfer it to a rail trolley and by 

using the traverser, move it much closer to the store and 

therefore reduce the manual handling to a minimum. 
 

He began unloading from one trolley to the other and at first 

things went well. Unfortunately he got to the point where, 
having removed several bags from one side only, the road 

trolley tipped over, sliding the remaining bags into a heap on 

the ground.  After a few choice words and cries for help the 
trolley was returned to its four wheel stance. 

 

Now at this point it is worth mentioning that the rail trolley 
was parked on the loop just short of the traverser.   
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X continued transferring the bags onto the rail trolley which 

also went well, to start with. Unfortunately the coal was 

loaded once more slightly off centre.  At about the sixth bag 
the rail trolley began tipping towards the 2’ 6” drop on the 

signal box side. X was quick to notice this and jumped down 

just in time for the rail trolley to tip its contents on top of him. 
He actually managed to prevent the trolley falling completely 

onto him as well, but he was now trapped. Vic stood by 

watching with interest, as did I. More shouts for help came 
from under the coal and soon help was at hand. The coal did 

eventually find its way to the store. X is rumoured to be a 

member of the Safety Sub-Committee! 
 

Vic looks on as X extracts himself from beneath 

the coal and puts the flat trolley back on the track. 
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Ashpan Notebook 
 
Ashpan 69 
 

The intention is to publish Ashpan 69 with the AGM notices in 
late August. Therefore any contributions should be with the 

editor by the August running day.  

Once again those of you who have access to email can now 

submit your articles by this method to   

Ashpan.Editor@btopenworld.com 
 

Club Exhibition 

 
Saturday 4th June sees the club exhibition in the clubhouse. 

As mentioned in the Cover Story in this issue, the fiftieth 

anniversary of the first Club Exhibition held in the clubhouse 
will also fall in June so it would be nice to put on a 

particularly fine display this year. If you have any models or 

work in progress that you would like to put on display then 
there is a list on the notice board in the clubhouse where you 

can put down your name and a description of your exhibit. 

 
bvbvbvbvbvbvbvbvbvbvbvb 

 
Time and Motion 

 

By The Bobby 
 

Not long after the last issue of Ashpan appeared the treasurer 

wrote to the editor stating that he had managed to sort out the 
results of his Time and Motion Study on his own. However as 

his solution was incomplete (a fact which has been noted by the 

auditors)  the full solution to the problem posed in the last 
issue of Ashpan is given below: 

mailto:AshpanEditor@btopenworld.com
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Ian Mortimer must have used either trolley 11 or trolley 12 

(clue 1).  Steve Pennack’s trolley must have been one of  
9,10,11 or 12 (clue 6). Since trolley 7 was not used on the 13.45 

departure (clue 5), clue 6 rules out trolley 9 for Steve. As Peter 

Reynolds used trolley 12 (clue 4) Ian must have used trolley 
11, leaving Steve with trolley 10 and from clue 6 the 13.45 

departure must have used trolley 8.  We have now matched 

five of the trolleys with either a time or a driver, so by 
elimination the trolley used by Fred Matthews, at 13.30 (clue 

5) must have been number 9 and his loco was therefore 

‘Macduff’ (clue1). So from clue 1 Ian must have left the 
steaming bays at 13.00 driving ‘Spinster of Kent’ (clue 3). 

Trolley 12 was not used at 11.45 (clue 4) so it must have been 

used on the 14.00 departure, leaving 11.45 as the time Steve 
Pennack was ready to leave the steaming bays. ‘Three’, driven 

by Mel Fuller could not have used trolley 7 (clue 2), so by 

elimination it must have been trolley 8 that Mel was riding on, 
and from clue 2, ‘Edward’ must have been on the 12.00 

departure with trolley 7. By elimination it must have been 

driven by Matthew Byatt. Now we know ‘Three’ was the 
penultimate departure and so from clue 2, ‘Tea Pot’ must have 

been Peter Reynolds loco on the 14.00 departure, leaving 

‘Suburb of Nottingham’ as the loco driven by Steve at 11.45. 
 

In Summary: 

 
Time        Driver        Trolley         Locomotive 

 

11:45  Steve Pennack 10 Suburb of Nottingham 
12:00  Matthew Byatt 7 Edward 

13:00  Ian Mortimer 11 Spinster of Kent 

13:30  Fred Matthews 9 Macduff 
13:45  Mel Fuller  8 Three 

14:00   Peter Reynolds 12  Tea Pot 
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Summer Programme 

 

May 2004 
 

Monday 2nd: Portable Track Run, St Lawrence’s 
 Church, Eastcote. 

Saturday 7th:  Public Running Day. 

Saturday 21st: Members Running Day. 
 

June 2004 

 
Saturday 4th: Public Running & Exhibition Day. 

Saturday 11th: Portable Track Run, St Albans Church, 

    North Harrow   
 

July 2004 

 
Saturday 2nd: Public Running Day. 

Sunday 3rd :  Portable Track Run, Phil’s School. 

Saturday 23rd: Member’s Running Day. 
 

August 2004 
 
Saturday 6th: Public Running Day. 

 

September 2004 
 

Saturday 3rd:  Public Running Day. 

Friday 30th:  Annual General Meeting. 
 

October 2004 
 
Saturday 1st:  Public Running Day. 


